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ABSTRACT: Agriculture plays a big role in India's economy, and growing rice is especially important for keeping 

food supplies safe. However, rice plants often get sick, which can lower the amount of rice produced and its quality. To 

help with this, a project has been created that uses a special type of computer technology called Convolutional Neural 

Networks, or CNNs, to spot rice leaf diseases quickly and accurately. The system was made using Python, Jupyter 

Notebook, and Flask. Farmers can upload pictures of rice leaves, and the system gives them a fast diagnosis. The 

technology was trained on many images of rice leaves that have been labeled with the right disease names. This helps 

farmers act quickly to save their crops. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Over three billion people worldwide, including many from Asia, Africa, and Latin America, rely on rice as a main food. 

Rice is very important for food security, especially in developing countries, and it also connects to their economic 

stability. However, rice plants are vulnerable to many diseases that can lower the amount of rice grown And affects its 

quality. Many farmers in poorer countries don’t have access to professional help in agriculture. This makes it hard for 

rice farmers to spot diseases quickly, because traditional methods depend on looking at the plants with the naked eye. 

There’s no replacement for the knowledge of an agronomist, but it’s not practical for them to do detailed disease 

checks, as these assessments are often done without full information and depend on both personal judgment and actual 

observations. Much important information gets missed when using the human eye for agricultural risk checks. These 

assessments take a lot of time and put pressure on agronomists to work fast. In large rice farms, the problem is not just 

the lack of full monitoring, but also the difficulty of doing it quickly and thoroughly. This means disease information 

can get lost when trying to respond to it, and can become wrong in serious cases. The limitations of using traditional 

visual methods, whether done by humans or machines, show how important it is to develop automatic disease detection 

systems. In recent years, deep learning has become a big help in farming. Computer vision methods that use deep 

learning, like Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs), are very good at tasks that involve classifying images. Deep 

learning can be taught to find and identify diseases in images by learning from the patterns, features, and shapes they 

see. This project created two deep learning models designed for the automatic detection and classification of rice leaf 

diseases. The system. 

 

II. LITERATURE SURVEY 

 

Rice leaf diseases have a major impact on crop yield and quality caused by multiple infections leading to lower 

productivity and losses for farmers. Disease detection has traditionally required manual inspection, which is labor 

intensive, time consuming and subject to human error. Farmers often have difficulty telling apart the symptoms of 

similar diseases, making accurate diagnosis difficult.With advances in technology, image-based classification method- 

ologies have transformed disease detection methods for plant diseases. Through Machine Learning (ML) and Deep 

Learning (DL) related algorithms analysis of the leaf features such as color, texture and shape gives results for disease 

classification with high accuracy. Where ML models capture features relevant to the classification, DL models such as 



© 2025 IJMRSET | Volume 8, Issue 8, August 2025|                                      DOI:10.15680/IJMRSET.2025.0808140 

 

IJMRSET © 2025                                                   |    An ISO 9001:2008 Certified Journal     |                                                12636 

CNN (Convolutional Neural Networks) reduce features in order to additionally automate the process for better accuracy 

and precision. AI powered methods have made it possible to enable near real time disease identification processes using 

mobile apps and devices, drones and IoT-based systems. The ability for early detection of diseases allows farmers to 

mitigate crop damage through timely prevention. AI platforms and tools for monitoring on a large scale improve 

precision agriculture processes for managing the use of pesticide. The objectives and promises of AI powered tools in 

disease detections are that it enables for efficient, scalable, and sustainable paddy farming processes. 

Secondly, advancements in deep learning and computer vision have dramatically changed the processes for identifying 

agricultural diseases. This is specifically true for paddy crops.  

 

The research study conducted by Sagarika G K et al demonstrates a 10-layer. The developed system achieved high 

accuracy in detecting rice leaf diseases, providing a fast, reliable, and farmer-friendly tool for early diagnosis and better 

crop management 

 

III. SYSTEM ARCHITECTURE 

 

The Rice Leaf Disease Testing System is a multi-layered setup that allows for easy expansion, flexibility, and quick 

responses. It has four main parts: the Presentation Layer, built with HTML, CSS, and JavaScript, offers a website where 

farmers can upload pictures of rice leaves and get a visual look at the disease along with helpful feedback. The Business 

Logic Layer runs on a Flask web server and connects the front-end and back-end parts of the system. It also manages 

multiple users, handles website requests, keeps track of user sessions, and sends requests to the right parts of the 

system. The Service Layer includes important tasks like preparing images, using CNN models such as DenseNet121, 

VGG19, and ResNet50 to identify diseases, finding areas of the leaf that are affected using HSV, calculating the 

infection percentage, and suggesting pesticide use. 

 

 

Fig1. System architecture of Rice Leaf Disease Detection 

 

IV. METHODOLOGY 

 

The methodology for the Rice Leaf Disease Detection System outlines the systematic detection of rice leaf diseases and 

subsequent classification using machine learning techniques. The first step in the methodology is data collection, where 

rice-leaf images for the different disease scenarios and healthy images are obtained from publicly available datasets and 

agricultural research. Data preprocessing will be applied on these images through data resizing, normalization, and 

noise reduction, which will provide the model with consistent input. A Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) will be 

used for the primary classification model due to the recent evidence that CNN models for image recognition may be a 

more efficient classification strategy. A CNN does not require visual feature extraction; it extracts color patterns, 

textures, and shapes relevant to identifying species and diseases. The CNN will be trained against the labelled image 

data, hyperparameters will be tuned for optimizing the final accuracy and reducing overfitting. 

After training a model, the model will be implemented into an interactive Flask web application that allows users to 

upload rice leaf images traveled through the web application GUI. The images will be processed and identified by 

model predictions which will output the disease type and severity. The predictions will also classify the prediction with 

a "predict" confidence percentage and store the information in a database for recordkeeping purposes and to be used for 

future development and analysis. Additional features from the web application also include weather forecasting to 

provide farmers and experts data for preventative actions, data visualization features to provide predictive analytics, and 

to build trust in the technology through monitoring applications. 
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V. DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION 

 

The design and implementation of the Rice Leaf Disease Detection System was created with a modular and layered 

architecture. The authors also wanted to apply a modular and layered architecture, which they believed would have 

benefits in terms of efficiency, scalability and maintainability. The overall architecture of the system is responsible for 

the full workflow, from image random acquisition to disease prediction and reporting. A convolutional neural network 

(CNN) makes up the central aspect of the design and has been trained using a labeled dataset of rice leaf disease images 

and healthy samples. 

 

The first stage of the system is data acquisition where the authors utilized images from public datasets, sourced through 

agriculture researchers. This stage also included various preprocessing methods to ensure the model received good 

quality images at a consistent size and dimensions. They applied methods that included normalization, noise removal 

and image resizing. This CNN architecture included convolutional layers for feature extraction, pooling layers for 

dimensionality reduction, followed by fully connected layers for classification. The last layer being a softmax to predict 

probabilities belonging to each disease category. The authors performed training with hyperparameter tweeks in order 

to minimize overfitting and most importantly achieve high accuracy. After the training was finished, the model was 

incorporated as a module into a simple web-based application built on Flask. This provided the authors with an 

interactive and downloadable web-based application containing the CNN module. The end-users consisted primarily of 

farmers and agriculture experts lacking a computer science or data science background. They expected a simple way to 

upload images of rice leaves that could then be processed through the CNN to predict the type and severity of the 

disease, along with its confidence. 

 

 

Fig2. Process Flow Diagram of Rice Leaf Disease Detection 

 

The Data Layer is a MySQL database for storing user information, historical predictions, and feedback safely, modeling 

and utilizing a variety of functions given the scope of the system. The main functionalities of the system include: image 

upload (JPEG/PNG); prediction of rice disease, explicitly bacterial leaf blight, brown spot, and leaf blast; visualization 

of the highlighted infected regions and percentage of severity; and other features, including: real-time results, model 

switching, secure user authentication, weather-based recommendations, and feedback. 

 

The system optimizes speed at each new request so that processing time is below five seconds, while allowing multiple 

users to connect simultaneously. The processing of the approach starts with collecting and creating a labeled dataset of 

healthy and diseased leaves images, clipped for the area of interest; next, the preprocessing; then training a dataset 

(realistically, DenseNet121), along with validation; finally deploying the model by pre-sorting the uploaded images in 

real time, segmenting the affected areas, and using both quantitative and qualitative diagnostic reporting. All collected 

feedback is recorded to insure the continuous improvement of the model, projecting on a dynamic, user-centered, AI-

based solution for precision agriculture. 

 

VI. OUTCOME OF RESEARCH 

 

The research yielded a successful CNN-based Rice Leaf Disease Detection System which accurately classifies various 

rice leaf diseases based on digital images. The trained model achieved high classification accuracy during testing, thus 

proving deep learning can be useful in diagnosing agricultural diseases. The integration into a Flask-based web app 

provides a user-friendly method for farmers and agricultural experts to upload rice leaf images to receive predictions 

that include confidence scores instantly and reliably. The system was demonstrated to be effective with respect to 

reducing reliance on human inspection, which can reduce human error as well as allow for diseases detection, so that 

disease intervention is sooner rather than later. By successfully incorporating weather forecast captures and data 
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visualization, the program not only determines an existing disease, but also contributes to preventive practices, which in 

turn can lead to beneficial decision-making practices related to their crops. The separate feedback and storage modules 

encourage machine-learning, resulting in increased adaptability to future improvements. Overall, the research result 

shows that AI-based photo analysis has the potential to be a practical, scalable and sustainable solution for precision 

agriculture which leads to better yield and food security. 

 

VII. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

 

We tested the Rice Leaf Disease Detection system with images of healthy and diseased rice leaves, including some of 

the major rice diseases like bacterial leaf blight, brown spot and leaf blast. Our evaluation included a number of deep 

learning models; the DenseNet121 model performed the best and achieved an accuracy of 94%. We used DenseNet121 

as the default model because it did the best job of learning features important to the problem. The system used HSV 

color segmentation to detect and highlight diseased regions on the leaves, as well as to determine the percentage of 

affected area so that users could know the severity of the infection. We also tracked performance using accuracy, 

precision, recall, and F1-score; DenseNet121 had strong results in all measures. The responses to user input in the 

system were less than five seconds and allowed for simultaneous users, making the time to disease detection suitable 

for real-time use. All key features, which included features for image upload, disease identification, infected region 

detection, and treatment options, were successfully implemented as intended. The integration with weather data and 

opinions from users added further value to the systems making it more useful to farmers. From a practical view, the 

overall results indicate that this deep learning-based approach is sufficiently accurate, fast, and practical to allow for 

early rice disease detection and that it would be easy to expand to other crops. 

 

VIII. CONCLUSION 

 

Rice Leaf Disease Detection is a machine learning-based solution developed with the intention of helping farmers 

identify Rice leaf diseases, using image classification techniques. Further, using deep learning techniques such as 

Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs), this system can effectively uncover diseases such as brown spot, leaf blight, 

smut, among others via uploaded images. The incorporation of a user-friendly web interface, and pesticide 

recommendation in the application make the proposed solution feasible and functional. Ultimately, the project will 

promote healthy crops, decrease manual inspection errors, and aid farmers in timely treatment decisions. 

Now, there are plans to make the suggested paddy disease prediction system even more usable and efficient. We will 

also be building a light mobile application for solve operating systems such as Android and iOS, which will allow 

farmers to take pictures of leaves on the paddy and receive diagnosis results instantaneously through their smartphones. 

In order for the application to be widely used, multilinguality support will be implemented in the mobile function to 

allow users to work with the application in local language of various regions of the country. An intelligent real-time 

chatbot will be integrated, allowing farmers to ask questions of the chatbot concerning crop care, pesticide usage, and 

disease prevention. We will also incorporate offline function through the use of on-device models like Tensorflow Lite 

so that predictions can be made in 
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